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Last night my son Levi and I were stargazing, looking at 
our nearest neighbor galaxy, Andromeda, through a tele-
scope. He wanted to know which was bigger: Andromeda 
or our own home galaxy, the Milky Way. We looked it up 
and found that Andromeda is 20% larger. But how far 

away is it? Itôs difficult to wrap our minds around such large distances. 
But imagine that the distance from the sun was thickness of a sheet of 
paper. In that case, the distance from earth to nearest star would be a 
stack of paper 70 feet high. The distance to Andromeda would be a 
stack of paper 310 miles high. Our little home here is just a speck in the 
universe, yet God created it and holds it all together with just his word. 
So ï is this the sort of person you should ask to be your assistant in 
life?  

Of course not! Likewise, Jesus taught us to pray, ñThy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.ò This little prayer rolls quickly off the 
tongue, but if we pause to understand it, we find part of the true pur-
pose of prayer we often neglect. 

 When we pray ñThy will be done,ò we ask God to do 
Godôs will. But doesnôt that imply a rather odd view of God as some-
one who waits for our permission to do what he wants? No. In teaching 
us this mini-prayer, Jesus shows that prayer is not about manipulating 
God to do what we would like, but rather prayer is speaking with God 
and relating to God in such a way as to bring my will into line with 
Godôs. For if I pray, ñThy will be doneò to the Creator of the universe 
with any sincerity at all, I must begin to make his vision my own. It is 
to pray like Jesus did in the garden of Gethsemane, ñNot my will, but 
thine, O Lord.ò 

 Thatôs a prayer that will turn your life on its head if you 
let it! I love how John Wesley expands on it, showing what we mean 
we say those four little words: 

 

Weėve Got Mail 
 

 Thank You Deacons for the weekly church 
program. I like to keep the prayer list in mind.  Also 
thanks to my church friends who sent Birthday cards.  Maybe 
91 years isnôt so bad after all.   
 Gratefully, Shirley Fullerton  
 
 Thank You to everyone who sent cards and flowers for 
my birthdayò.  It brightened my day!   
 Ruth Winter 
 
 To the Youth Group: I would like to thank you for your 
help on Wednesday evening, when you helped me with my 
groceries.  I had so many and your whole group were So very 
courteous and polite and all had such beautiful smiles!  I think 
you all are a pretty special group of children! Again thank you 
so much and also for the nice note I found on my windshield.  
 Judy Troth 

 
 
 

 

Easter Lilies are given to the  

glory of God by the Deacons in 

loving memory of the following 

who died since Easter last year: 

 

Cherry Amick              Betty Decker 

LaVonne Nicholas     Leon Peterson 

Charles Rowen 
  

Family members are Welcome  

to take home the Lilies 
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In an effort to increase our support 
to major mission projects within the 
presbytery, and to encourage indi-
viduals to engage with these vital 

ministries, we have established a matching gifts cam-
paign to engage new donors and to help these ministries 

do even more for the people they are serving. 

Ministries supported through this campaignΥ 

Camping and Faith Formation 

Hope Co-op Ministry in Sioux Falls (Thirsty Thursdays) 

Table of Grace in Harrisburg 

Commissioned Ruling Elder  

Program 

Congregational Revitalization 

How it works:  The presbytery will match gifts up to $500 per 
donor for each ministry supported by that individual.  Want to 
support all five ministries? Great!  We will match $500 for each 
ministry you support.   

These donations must be given through your congregation with 
the designation of one or more of the approved ministries within 
the program and must be approved by the session.  We will also 
encourage each session to consider a potential match of these 
gifts whenever they are received in hopes of making your money 
go even farther.   Once received, the presbytery will match the 
gift and give the full amount of the donation to the ministries 
supported. 

Donations for First Church Camp Scholarships is 

on going and separate from this program.  

ñO Lord God, Holy Father, who has called us through Christ 
to be partakers of this gracious Covenant, we take upon our-
selves with joy the yoke of obedience, and engage ourselves, 
for love of Thee, to see and do thy perfect will.ò 
 

ñI am no longer my own, but Thine. Put me to what Thou 
wilt, rank me with whom Thou wilt; put me to doing, put me 
to suffering; let me be employed for Thee or laid aside for 
Thee, exalted for Thee or brought low for Thee; let me be 
full, let me be empty; let me have all things, let me have noth-
ing; I freely and heartily yield all things to Thy pleasure and 
disposal. Amenò 

 

 Helping Hands thanks you for the items  

collected in March.  

 They received:  

 36 rolls of Toilet paper  

6 paper Towels  

5 shampoos  

2 plastic bags  

2 detergents  

5 Cleaners  



           
  
  

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

April Funerals 
 

CAKE PROVIDERS AND WORKERS  
Randy & Adele Jacobson, Amy Kaufmann, Wade & Renae Katz, 
Harold & Dar King, Josh & Carissa Koops, Calajean Kopfmann, 
Duane & Leanne Kopfmann, Mike & Lisa Kopfmann, Stan 
Kopfmann, Logan & Krissa Korkow, Neil & Mona Kotas, Dustin & 
Tiffanie Kouf, Jan Lamont, Audrey Larson. Lacy Larson. Becki 
Lemke, Carie Lemke, Phyllis Lemke. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CENTS ABILITY UPDATEé 
Holy Buckets Penny Offering March $358.00 

1/3 Hunger Program, 1/3 Menôs Prayer Breakfast/Salvation Army 
meat, 1/3 Helping Hands for food.  
Total for year 2018  $1,062.00 

Another Sewing Day produces  many dresses for Africa! 

PER CAPITA TAX FOR 2018  $29.13 per church member.


